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many others pursued Guido with drawn swords ; but
not overtaking him they threw stones after him, and
also others were thrown at him from the windows,
whereby he was wounded in the hand. And by this
matter hate was increased. And Messer Corso spoke
great scorn of Messer Vieri, calling him the Ass of the
Gate ; because, albeit a very handsome man, he was but
of blunt wit and no great speaker. And therefore Messer
Corso would say often, " To-day the Ass of the Gate has
brayed/' and so greatly disparage him ; and Guido he
called Cavicchia.1 And thus it was spread abroad of
the jongleurs ; and especially one named Scampolino
reported worse things than were said, that so the Cerchi
might be provoked to engage the Donati.5
The praise which Compagni, his contemporary, awards
to Guido at the commencement of the foregoing extract,
receives additional value when viewed in connection
with the sonnet addressed to him by the same writer
(see p. 410), where we find that he could tell him of his
faults.
Such scenes as the one related above had become
common things in Florence, which kept on its course
from bad to worse till Pope Boniface VIII resolved on
sending a legate to propose certain amendments in its
scheme of government by Priori, or representatives of
the various arts and companies. These proposals, how-
ever, were so ill received, that the legate, who arrived in
Florence in the month of June 1300, departed shortly
1 A nickname chiefly chosen, no doubt, for its resemblance to
Cavalcanti. The word cavicchia, cavicchio, or caviglia, means a
wooden peg or pin. A passage in Boccaccio says, ' He had tied his
ass to a strong wooden pin ' (caviglia). Thus Guido, from his mental
superiority, might be said to be the Pin to which the Ass, Messer
Vieri, was tethered at the Gate (that is, the gate of San Pietro, near
which he lived). However, it seems quite as likely that the nickname
was founded on a popular phrase by which one who fails in any
undertaking is said * to run his rear on a peg' (dare del culo in un
cavicchio}. The haughty Corso Donati himself went by the name
of Malefammi or * Do-me-harm'. For an account of his death in
3307, which proved in keeping with his turbulent life, see Dino
Compagni's Chronicle, or the Pecorone of Giovanni Fiorentin (Gior-
iv. Nov. 2).

